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Suspension of MPs,
security breach not
linked, says Speaker

Ina letter to members, be says punitive action was for creating ruckus in

Heseses anel mot for raising s high-pawered pomel o nevicew seourity

The Hindu Bureaw
MEW DELHI

nfarming members of

the Lok Sabha that a

“high-powered com-
mittee” will review various
aspecis of security i the
Farliament complex to for-
mulate an action ]
prevent a repeat of the De-
ormber 13 incident, Speak-
eriim Birla om Saturday -
sered that there was no
link between the mspen-
sian of Oppsetion MPs and
the seouriiy breach.

Ina teo-page letier o all
members, he sid the MPs
werne nded not for
raising the issse in the
House, but for “camrying
placards and creating nack-
us”. He added that the de-
cision had cansed him im-

mense pain.

Mir. Birla said the report
of the highlevel inquiry
oommites, set up by the
Umion Home Ministry un-
der CHPF Director-General

shared with the House.

“In addiion, | have akso
constituied  a high|
wened  commiites ?hfcul;
will review various aspects
of security in the Pardia-
ment complex and formue-
late a comerete sction plin
o ensure that such mo-
denis do nod recur,” Mr.
Hirla sd.

On Thursday, as mamy
12 Lok Sabba members and
ane Kajya Sabha memiber
wene suspended from Par-
lament for di ting the
proceeings afer provests
from the Oppasition par-
pes, who insisisd om a
staement from Home Mi-
mister Amit Shah on the se-
curity breach incident.

In his letier, Mr. Birla
said: *i is imdeed unforis-

It is incleee] mforimaie that

soame Ponoairable members
anil podicical pariics are: linking the
dhiisiom ol the Hiousa: i suspenil
sz homousrabde maznbers from the
sgrvior of the Hotse oo the incicheni.
which scourned on Cith Decemiber.

202 Thits Is urmaranted
08 BIKLA
Lok Sabvhs Spaaker

(One more arrested in
security breach case

The Hindw Buresu
HEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on
Saturday arrested Mahesh
Kurmeraat, an asociate of

Wedmesday's seourity
breach in Parlamens.
ir. Kismawat has been
booked under charges of
oS amd
destruction of evidence.

Lalit ., the alleged

“mastermind” of the FULL REPORT

conspiracy behind u PAGE 5

maie that some homourable  bers” The Speaker said

members and political par-
ties are linking the decision

of the House in suspend

some  honoursble mem-
bers fram the service of the
House to the incidens,
which occoummed on L3th
December, 2023, This is
umaramed

“Decoram and

The Speaker Mﬂl
the time of inauguraton of
the mew Parliamens build-
ing. members had resobved

rsckus in the Well of the
House™. He sid, *.we
WETe Umamimous that we

was im this comtest thae the
Hoze was compellsd o
take sirict action of sus-

that security of the Parlia-
ment  House  complex
comes under the jurisdic-
tion of the supreme law-
making bady and it is = Par-
lizment’s responsibilicy wo
formulate detailed action
plan on seoury mea
sures..”

Mr. Birk said that the
nation had witnessad such
SECUrity scare im thee past as
well  Without  naming
amyone, he also referred io
the: February 3014 ncidens
when an MF from Andhm
Fradesh had camried a pep-
per spray inside the House
o oppose the oeation of

na

“it the time of all such
incidenss, the House has
displayed exemplary soli-
darity and ressed ms
caollective res
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India and Oman in talks to sign an
economic partnership agreement

The two countries sign five documents, including an agreement to prevent money laundering; Prime Minister Narendra

Modi says that the presence of a large number of Indians in Oman is a living example of the healthy bilateral relations

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

track to sign a compre-
hensive economic
partership  agreement,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on Satur-
day. Welcoming Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik the rul-
er of Oman to his first state
visit to India, Mr. Modi said
that the presence of a large
number of Indians in
Oman is a living example of
the healthy relation bet-
ween the two countries.
“Our proximity is not
just geographical and in-
deed reflects in our thou-
sands of years’ old trade
and cultural links. This also
reflects in the way, we al-
ways give priority to each
other,” the Prime Minister
said in his speech welcom-
ing the ruler of Oman. In a
briefing after the official
meeting, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Mohan Kwatra said

l ndia and Oman are on

Ceremonial reception: President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcoming
Sultan of Oman Haitham Bin Tarig at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Saturday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

that this is the first state vi-
sit to India by an Omani
ruler in 26 years.

Sultan Haitham bin Ta-
rik took charge in 2020 af-
ter the death of Sultan Qa-

boos, who was known for
his friendly attitude to In-
dia.

The same year, Sultan
Qaboos was honoured
with the Gandhi Peace

Prize by India.

Bilateral  discussions
held at Hyderabad House
included the situation in Is-
rael and the Palestinians,
Mr. Kwatra said explaining

that India is closely follow-
ing the situation.

The two sides signed on
five documents that includ-
ed an agreement between
the Financial Intelligence
Unit of India and the Na-
tional Centre for Financial
Information (NCFI) to pre-
vent money laundering. As
a gesture to celebrate the
ancient relation between
India and Oman the two
sides also took up a propo-
sal by the Ministry of Cul-
ture to recreate the mari-
time voyage of a stitched
ship which is expected to
sail from Mandvi in Gujarat
to Muscat during 2025-26.
Mr. Modi and Sultan Haith-
am bin Tarik “strongly con-
demned terrorism in all its
forms and
manifestations”.

They underscored the
significance of fostering
the universal values of
peace, moderation, coexis-
tence and tolerance,” a
Joint Statement said.
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Sub-strain JN.1 of
SARS-CoV-2 traced
in Kerala woman

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A case of SARS-CoV-2 sub-
variant JN. 1 has been de-
tected in Kerala as part of
an ongoing routine surveil-
lance activity of the Indian
SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium {(INSACOG), a
senior official from the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search said on Saturday.

The case was detected
in an RT-PCR positive sam-
ple from Karakulam in Thi-
ruvananthapuram district
on December 8, Rajiv Bahl,
Director-General of the
ICME, said.

The sample had tested
RT-PCR positive on Novem-
ber 18, he added.

The T9-year-old woman
had mild symptoms of in-
fluenza-like illness (ILI)
and has since recovered
from COVID-19.

“There has been an in-
creasing trend of COVID-19
cases from Kerala in the
past few weeks. This has
been attributed to an in-

crease in the number of
samples from ILI cases be-
ing referred for testing,”
Dr. Bahl said.

A majority of these cas-
es are clinically mild and
the patients are recovering
on their own at their
homes, he added.

As part of a regular exer-
cise of the Union Health
Ministry, a drill at all health
facilities in the States is un-
der way to assess their pu-
blic health and hospital-
preparedness measures.

This activity, which
started on December 13, is
being carried out under
the overall supervision of
the district collectors and
is likely to be completed by
December 18, Dr. Bahl said.

The Union Ministry is in
regular touch with the Ker-
ala Health Department and
monitoring various entry
points to the State.

The INSACOG is a net-
work of genomic laborato-
ries that has been monitor-
ing COVID-19 in India from

a genomic perspective.
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How will Article 370 verdict impact federalism?

What are the key aspects of the judgment and how will it affect Centre-State refations? What has

the S

Aaratrika Bhavmik

The story so far:

n December 13, the Supreme Court

v upbeld the power of

the President to abrogate Article 370

of the Constitutian, which in Augest
2019 Jexd to the reargaresation of the State of
Jamumu and Kashmir (J&K) into two Union
Territories and denuded it of &s special
privileges. It reasoned that Article 270 was only
a ‘temparary provision” to ease the accession of
the then princely State to the Unson a1 a time of
mternal strife and war.

What did the lead ot say?
Inthe lead § hm af India DX
.u-mrgfwhumdfmnk.
Gavai and Surya Kant, painted out that J&X had
divested itself of “any element of sovereignty™

Accessian to the Undon in October 1947, Justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Sanjiv Khanna
concurred in their opimions. Constitutional
experts sy the observations i the verdict will
have a histing impact on federalism, which &
recognised as a basic feature of our Constitation.

What did the petitioners argue?

The petitioners had argued that the President
while exercising powers under Article 3% of the
Canstitution cannot take actions with
“irreversible’ consequences in a State during
were made to the State during President’s rule
such as the repeal of its special status, the
separation of Ladakh, and 2s canversion into a
Union Territory — which meant that the Unson
government could unslaterally bring about such
enduring changes without having to solicit the

Setin steme: Jamass and Yashmie Rashiriya Bajang Dal members colobeate

preme Court rubed about the Presidents role duri
restoring statehood o Sammu & Kashmir?

President’s rule? What did it say about

colabarati Teckui 10 Artide
37001)(d) would not beapphabkwhcwd\:
effect of the provision is the same as Artide
370(3). Since the effect of applying all the
provisioes of the Constitution to famme and

Kashmir h the exercise of power under

The cansent of the Stae 5 Article 370(1)d) i the same as ssuing a
Supreme Dismissing sach comentions, the Court notification under Artacle 370(3) that Article 370
Court said d that chall g the of the ct:mslncxm ﬂrm&ufmﬂmud
the views of Prendeut’spmnronﬂwgmxﬂd are not required 1o be followed,”
the Stage lrmtmhﬁy“oddopcnlhchm for the Chief fustice reasoned. It was also poimed

3 ang everyday adm acticas out that sach collaboration between the
legblature wludwmldmeﬂenpmdle drruni n President and the State government woukd have
regarding the State at a standsall. It, b 3 d | been v if provisons of the Indian
the that such exercise of power must have a Constitution were to be applied to the State in a
proposed re mmm%*mmd!ubpﬂd'l}r manner that would require amendments to the
oranisar L ion. It added that the State Constitution. However, in this case, the
of a State ouswmdnpamd:‘swgd!m President through Presidential Order [C.0.272]
PREENS of the President during an ¥ to prina ensured a total application of the Indian
AFRTEN facie establish they were a “mala Bde or Constitution to the State to the effect that the
binding on | oorneocs exercise of power ™. Reliance was State's Coasti became inop
Parliment ako on the Court’s ruling in S

tha Suprema Court’s verdict on Arsicle 370, in Jamasu on December 11 am

placed
R Bommi versus Umion of India (19949)
defined the ambit of powers that can be
exercised during President’s rule.

Can a State be turned into 2 Union Tesritory?
The Court cbserved that carving out the Unica
Territory of Ladakh ocut of J&K was permissible
under Article 3 of the Constitution and
accordingly upheld the Jammu and Kashmir
Act, 2019, b , owing to the

ammeymbvdlet!mnmm!h
J&X's statehood would be restared sooa, the
court did not go into the issue of whether the
mmnoﬂﬂma&xm'&n‘otywz
vahd. | mnted out that the
msddusmlegbxmmd!
proposed reorganisation of the State are
rec datory and not binding an
Parliament.

The Chief Justice, hawever, cautioned that
“the necessary effect of converting a State to
Undon Territaries which s that would

What did the Court specify about the
President’s powers?

The petitioners had pomted out that the proviso
to chse 3 of Article 370 makes # dear that the

presi ial power to abrogate Artide 370 was
ingent on the dation of the J&K
Consty Assembily. b the Court ruled

that even after the dissolution of the Constituent
Assembly ca January 26, 1957, the President's
power to abrogate the provision by exercising
powers under Article 370(3) subsists and could
be exerdsed “unilsterally”. The Chief Justice
asserted that holding the power under Article
370(3) cannot be exercised after the dissolution

(.anmmqvmhlhs\ww jusm:eh.ul
emphasised that the purpase of Article 370 was
to slowly bring J&K on par with the other States
of India and thus the *requirement of

daticn of [the] J&K Constituent

be diminished, the histarical context for the
creation of federating units, and its mmpact on
the principles of federalism and
democracy™ must be borne in mind. Reiterating
similar concerns, Justice Sangiv Khanna stated
that the conversion of a State into a Uimion
Territory has “grave consequences” and denies
the citizens of the State an elected government,
and impinges ca federalism. Thus, sucha
conversian has to be justified by giving very
strang and cogent grounds.

What about the role of the State?
The Court ruled that the President while
exercising powers under Article 370C2) of the
Caonstitution can "unilaterally’ notfy that Artice
370 ceases to exist. It farther said there was
no requirement for the President to secure the
cancurrence of the State government in this
regard as mandated by the provisas to Articie
3700Xd).

“The principle of consultation and

mmﬁ:m-amm

What about ‘asymmetric federalism’ ?

The Court pointed out that unlike the
Comstitution of India, “there i a clear absence™
in J&K's Constitution of a reference to
sovereignty. Article 370 was held to be merely a
“feature of asymmetric federalism” smilar to
other provisions in the Constitution such as
Articles 371A to 371 - examples of special
armangements for different States. “If the
position that fammu and Kashmir has
sovereignty by virtue of Articde 270 were to be
accepted, it would follow that other States which
had special arrangements with the Union also
possessed sovereignty. This is dearly not the
case,” the Chief Justice said. He added that
akhough different States maght enjoy varying
degrees of autonomy, the difference, however,
remains one of degree and not of kind in a
federal set-up.

+
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Is the world closer to phasing out fossil fuel?

What did the dimate conference agree (o in the Dubai Consensus? What are the challenges for

the world to ‘transition” away from fossil fuels and achieve net 2ero by 20507 What are the

alternatives to coal and oil?

lacob Koshy

The story so far:
he 28th editson of the Conference of
Parties (COF) conduded in Dubai thes
week with 198 sgnatory countries
agreeing that the workd must
*“transition” .wxyfmmixmlﬁndsmz “just,
arderly and equitable manner” to achieve net
zero by 2050,

Does the wording of the agreement suggest
that the end of fossil fuels is near?
Far from it. The Dubai Consensas, as this
is called, is sigmif only because
lhsﬂnﬁrﬂmm@%-bm&eﬁ!
ever QOF was beld in Berlin, that there isa
formal acknowled, that ions from
fnmlﬁsd-mthemmlpmdrmgthal
So far, all agr

spnkmn‘druedmnem“gunbamrs;s
emissians.” This is despite it being common
knowledge that three-fourth of such emissions
and 90% of carbon dicrcide are the result of
burning coal, odl and gas. it was caly in the 26th
edition of the COP, in Glasgow m 2021, that
countries agreed to tackle coal — the fossdl fuel

a FOSY

, 'y n\i;

Duas, UAE om Decembar 3. sruteRs

Ticking clock: Climate activists pectast againat foast Auets durieg COP-28in

There are o
timelines vet,
only
CONSENsLUS
thar all fossil
fuels need 10

be done away

with 10
prevent
gobal
emperaures
from rising
further

with the biggest global-warming footpeint - by
agreeing to “phase down” its use. It's important
to keep in mind here that “phase down™ and
“phase out"” have no meaning an their own
because they do not refer 1o any specific year by
which the use of these fuels must ter

pericd in the form of fresh coal-fired capacity:
27,000 MW via under-construction power plants
and 60,000 MW from new

0il production in the U.S. hit record levels this
year. Since 2010, the number of ail barrels per
day has tripled and gas production has risen two
and half times in the country. At COP
deliberations this year, one of the trickiest
cnlundnnuwdleh:ppruencedmlmd
gas manufacturers and of course, the hosting of
a climate summat in a petro-state. The Dubai
G stating that a transation

Large, developing countries like India and
China, have against the ing out of
coal among jossil fueks, on the they
need them far Hfting their masses cut of paverty
and providing energy security. India, whale rich
in coal reserves, is still an importer of the
product and has Bmited oil and gas reserves.
China is rich in both coal and gas. The United
Smes.dmdsivzsbmnaﬁ.&hdnmug\
from coal, has usually been su vofnhln
phase cat coal but being heavily
oil and gas reserves, hsnewnmdznyaﬂm
action to elimirate the htter two. However, now
that all fossil fuels have been included in the
Dubai Consensus, # brings parity among fuels
and acknowledgement that they all need to be
done away with for the world to have a chance
aw tem)| fram
g ool e e,
levels. But because there are no timelines yet,
fossil fuels are going to be the mainstay of
economies everywhere in the years to come.

Can fossil fuels be immediately replaced?
Nearly twa centuries of ndustrialisation has
meant that there is 2 wellviled infrastructure
system 10 extract, process and distribute coal,
oil and gas to all kands of power plants and
canvert them to electricity and combustible
products, ranging from petrol and diesel to
plastic. Then there is the infrastructure -
transmission grids and pipelines - to chanmel
these stores of energy 1o houses and vehicles.
Unfortunately, power fram matural sources of
power such as solar and wind are not as easily
anvailable, on demand, as fossil fuel: the sun
becasse of #ts unavailability at might and wind
due to the temperamental nature of the ocean
and phere. The infr ture to store all
oﬁkmmpmdnxedduswayum

. India’s National Electricity Plan,
200227, phumaddmzhs‘mxm\deu

L ee—— PN

fmmfmllﬁrl.-ﬁemary suggests that
“transition fuels® could play a role in
“facilitating the energy transition while ensuring
energy security” Though there i no definition
of what these fuels are, natural gas has been
touted as ane of the comtenders. Even though
nanralgzpmdumonleadsmmtdwle
by the Inter Energy

Agency peoffer that in balance, svmdq&un
coal-to-gas reduces emissions by S0% when
producmg electricity and by 33% when
providing beat. This of course mvites criticism
that such a framing of natural gas advantages
countries which have natural production and
distribution capabilities for thas gas.

What does the Dubai Consensiuss say about
methane?

Methane is a potent greenhouse gas and has
several times more heat-
compared to carbon dioxide. i is a key
companent of natural gas and responsible for
abauadudofpﬁnﬂ:rv‘wm]mbdund
carban dicxide. “Accel g and
rrd\rugnmurburdmodeunmamgbhﬂv.
mcu m particular methane emissons
m?'gmwmfhmmymhn:
from rising
bc\undl.sdnguuhubvﬂucmd(b
century, the agreement notes. The Global
Methane Pledge to cut methane emissions 0%
af 2020 levels by 2030 was signed on by nearly
150 countries at the COP-27 summit in Egypt,
hnm:.dwumdthcl..b.hwnlsowm
ddress industrial meth , that
remhﬁmnmmn!pspuducm

India has to cut meth:
anuumxsonllrywndukmnxmafm
methane results from the agricultural sectar.
However, it has unveiled plans to make &ts
energy production processes mare efficient to
reduce its release,
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